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Shaker Museum
Construction
plans unveiled

Furniture and chairs designed by
the Shakers have become established
in the U.S. as a style that pursues
modern design and function, and their
simple expression is highly regarded
from the perspective of Japanese
craftsmanship. a Protestant group
that came to the U.S. from England
at the end of the 18th century. A sect
expanded in the 19th century to cre-
ate simple furniture, architecture,
and clothing. Plans are underway to
build Shaker Museum in downtown
Chatham, a northern suburb of New
York State, to house the museum’s
18,000-piece collection, which has
been closed to the public since 2009,
in an early 19th century red-brick
building with a modern wing. A re-
ception to unveil the plans was held
at a private residence on Park Avenue
in Manhattan on the afternoon of
October 22, and Executive Director
Lacy Schutz asked for support for the

New shaker museun (plan/above)

and Executive Director Lacy
Schutz (right) and Mr. John Ran-
som Philip, and famous shaker’ s
chair.

project. Artist John Ransom Philip,
who has lived near the museum for 25
years, opened his private residence at
Park Avenue Manhattan to the public
to support the event. About 20 guests
were treated to a kaiseki dinner by
Isao Yamada on the day of the event.
For more information, please visit
www.shakermuseum.us

(Ryoichi Miura)
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COOL JAPAN FROM THE NEW YORKER’S VIEW POINT

International, beautiful in body and soul

One Story Award

North American Competition Held

ONE STORY AWARD Co., LTD (Fu-
kuoka City, Fukuoka Prefecture; Kazu-
ma Tsuruta, President) held the ONE
STORY AWARD, a new festival to cel-
ebrate each person’s experience and
life journey, at MIKA in Brooklyn New
York on November 8. The event was
the second to be held in Japan (Sendai,
Miyagi Prefecture) in September 2022
with the aim of connecting “people
to people and people to country,” and
is scheduled to be held in other loca-
tions around the world in the future.
The festival is a celebration of the
life stories spun by each individual,
providing opportunities to continue
learning about beauty and health of
mind and body, global languages, and
culture.

At the awards held on November 8,
14 finalists selected through a screen-
ing process walked the red carpet in
their dresses, and then shared their
personal thoughts on beauty and edu-

cation. The Top of AWARD went to Ol-
ivia Kelly, 22, a Boston native and this
year’s New York University graduate,
who said, “I want to contribute to the
community by improving civic services
in the parks and thinking about envi-
ronmental issues. I want to contribute
to the local community by considering
environmental issues by improving
the park’s civic services. I would like
to use the $3,000 prize money for
environmental improvements in the
community, such as tree planting,” she
said happily. Ms. Kelly will be invited
to the next and subsequent Japanese
conventions.

On the day of the event, special
guest Mr. Masayuki Sono, who is joint-
ly developing a human Mars base with
NASA, gave a speech about future ar-
chitecture and the possibilities for the
future, and also touched on the future
prospects for children to become inter-
ested in international exchange and

After the presentation, the
winner, Kelly (center), with
USA Director Nagakubo (left)
and Representative Tsuruta

space. Tsutomu Nakai, who bridges
New York and Japan as a jazz guitar-
ist, produced the convention, and the
USA National Director is Mina Naga-
kubo. Grammy Award-winning top
musicians performed and tap danced.
Tsuruta, who came to the U.S. from
Japan for the event, said, “November
8 is the day of the One Story Awards
NYC. Today is the birthday of One
Story Awards NY. Please enjoy the
One Story Award as it grows with all
of you here in New York for the next
year and years to come. I would like
to play a role in connecting Japanese
culture with the cultures of the world.
I am grateful for this day that I was
able to meet all of you,” he said. USA
Director Nagakubo said, “I was moved
by the way you all shined and gave
powerful speeches about what you are
working on every day.

(Ryoichi Miura)
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Borderless Time
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