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The Story of
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Story by Seiko Takase
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In 1951, before Japan became a member of the UN, Chiyoji Nakagawa of Uwajima,

Ehime Prefecture went to the UN Conference in Paris at his own expense. He then
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The Story of the UN Peace Bell
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gathered coins and medals from the delegates of 65 nations who were participating in

United Nations Bookshop
48th Street and 1st Avenue

the conference, added a donative medal from the Pope as well as Japanese coins and

cast the Peace Bell with all the pieces. The bell was donated under the name of the UN
Association of Japan and installed in 1954; two years later, Japan officially became the

80th member of the UN. Every September on the International Day for Peace, it has

Room GA-1B-103
Tel:212-963-7680
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become a tradition that the United Nations Secretary-General rings the bell to mark the
opening of the UN General Assembly. This year marks the 62nd anniversary of Japan
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joining the United Nations, and the picture book conveys a significant message of peace

from Japan.






