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THE NEW YORKERS

VOICES From

Jokichi Takamine

By Dan McDonald

In the
hustle and
bustle of
New York,
we have little
time to notice
the history
right under
our noses.
This great
city is full of
stories, including those of some notable
Japanese people who once called it
home.

Well-known chemist Jokichi
Takamine was one of them. Born in pre-
sent day Toyama Prefecture in 1854, the
biotech pioneer amassed a fortune after
inventing Takadiastase, the world’s first
indigestion remedy, in the 1890’s. In his
Manhattan laboratory, he also invented a
method to derive pure adrenaline, which
was used to prevent hemorrhaging dur-
ing surgery.

With his great wealth, Takamine
lived in a gracious townhouse which still
stands at 334 Riverside Drive. Despite
his scientific achievements and financial
success, however, the chemist from feu-
dal Japan encountered great adversity.
Discriminatory laws prohibited him
from taking American citizenship. His
family in Japan disapproved of his mar-
riage to Caroline Hitch, a blonde, blue-
eyed belle from New Orleans. An early
business venture in a whiskey distillery
in Peoria, Illinois was destroyed in a
suspected arson attack. He also suffered
for decades from liver disease, which
eventually took his life in a New York
hospital in 1922.

The legacy of this early member
of the Japanese community remains for
all to see. In 1905 he founded the
Nippon Club in his townhouse.
Takamine also donated many of the
beautiful cherry blossom trees which
grace Washington, D.C.’s tidal basin.
His upstate summer home Shofuden, a
gift from the Meiji Emperor, still attracts
visitors. Following his passing in 1922,
Jokichi Takamine was buried in a mau-
soleum in Woodlawn Cemetery in the
Bronx, where a stained glass Mt. Fuji
recalls the life of a man who bridged
two different worlds. 
(Dan is a newspaper columnist, editor
and Japanese translator. Interested
readers can contact him at
dan9605@hotmail.com.)

They sang “Day Tripper,” “A Hard
Day’s Night” and “Lady Madonna” by
The Beatles and “Imagine” by John
Lennon and got a round of applause
from the audience. At lunch time, the
traditional Japanese dance Bon Odori
was performed by The Japanese Folk
Dance Institute of New York.
Following Bon Odori was Japanese
taiko drumming and dance by COBU.
Yako Miyamoto, leader of COBU, said
they didn’t protect the taiko drums from
the rain because covering the drums
would affect the quality of the perfor-
mance. They had a tremendous perfor-
mance, but some of the taiko drums
were damaged. Miyamoto said, “We are
going to do another great performance
in Japan and buy a new one!” with a
smile on her face. Volunteers worked
very hard at the food tents and ITO EN
North America, Inc. handed out 3 mil-
lion bottles of tea. (Ryoichi
Miura/Translated by Chikako Iwasaki) 

The New York Japanese-American
Lions Club, led by President Riki Ito,
joined the 11th Sakura Health Fair spon-
sored by JAA and JAMSNET and sup-
ported by the Consulate General of
Japan in New York. The club hosted a
special lecture at the Japanese American

Association of New York, Inc. on April
27.

Four people from First Brand, Inc.
came to the United States to give lec-
tures. The first lecturer was Satomi
Yamaguchi, a judicial scrivener, who
gave a talk entitled, “Clean up Objects
and Your Mind.” She emphasized the
cleanup of documents which can only be
sorted out by you. She also said leaving
your property to your child is the best

way to protect your assets.
Tsuyoshi Tsuda, a psychological

counselor, gave a talk entitled, “How to
Make Yourself Shine.” He said, “You
always have to be positive, even if you
feel unhappy. That will give you confi-
dence and bring an opportunity to
shine,” and, “Find your aspiration. That
is the first step to be closer to the person
you want to be.”

After a lunch break, Hiroki Suzuki,
an architect, gave a talk entitled,
“Comfortable, Healthy and Relaxed
Renovation.” He talked about the bene-
fits of using Japanese interior pieces,
e.g. fusuma, tatami mats and koagari.

The last lecture was held by Junko
Miki, a clinical psychologist. She gave a
talk entitled, “The World Changes
When you Change.” Participants lis-
tened carefully to the lecture.

First Brand, Inc. are primarily
engaged in the internet advertising and
digital marketing sectors with a focus on

company and personal branding. In the
internet advertising business, they col-
laborate with media agencies nation-
wide, and they have built their own
advertisement portal called “My Best
Professional.” The number of regis-
tered professionals on their sites cur-

rently exceeds 2,400. They currently
have a presence in all 47 prefectures of
Japan. Their headquarters is in Osaka
City, led by President Fumiko
Kawamoto.

Last year, they hosted an event for
registered professionals and locals in
New York with huge success. The
Sakura Health Fair is their second time
hosting. President Kawamoto said, “I
want to introduce more professionals
who are in Japan to people in New York.
It would be a privilege if I can work as a
bridge for them.”
(Ryoichi Miura/Translated by Chikako
Iwasaki)

“Thank you for coming to the
park and for listening to my music on
this rainy day!” said Yoshihiro Kai.
Despite the all-day heavy rain, Japan
Day @ Central Park was held on
May 12. “I will sing a song dedicated
to Japanese people who admire New
York City.” Kai sang “500 Miles” by
Joan Baez and his big hit song,
“ Hero.” Kanji Yamanouchi,
Ambassador and Consul General of
Japan in New York, and Tsutomu
Takemura, President and CEO of
Nomura Holding America, Inc.,  held
a surprise performance on the stage.

https://www.yomiuri-info.jp/daily_yomiuri/nys/
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Ambassador Yamanouchi on the guitar
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Front row from left to right: Miki, Yamaguchi, Kawamoto, Ito, Tsuda and Suzuki

Yuka Fukuoka developed stuttering at the age
of eight as a second grader in elementary school.
Spending her early childhood with no understand-
ing from the people around her, including from
her teacher when her stuttering symptoms arose
and even from her parents, she went through a
hard time with classmates bullying and teasing
her. With no progress in the social recognition of
stuttering at that time, she was just not able to
understand why she couldn’t talk normally.
Naturally, she was not able to explain the reason
for her stuttering to other people, and however
hard she practiced, she could not speak normally
like her friends around her. Therefore, her inferi-
ority complex and sense of isolation constantly
grew.  

When Yuka Fukuoka was in Japan, she con-
ducted many projects about the speech disorder
called stuttering. Her project was mainly divided
into two parts. The first was having created wear-
able devices which could perform a simulated
experience of stuttering symptoms. The second
was having developed a virtual reality application
software to reduce social anxiety disorder which
occurs from stuttering. Practical knowledge and
skills to relieve tension were highly integrated in
this software.  

She became a semi-finalist in America for a

next-generation technology contest called
Imagine Cup by Microsoft, and she cooperates
with stuttering associations in the United States.
“I would like to make use of my experience of
suffering from stuttering and show empathy to
such people concerned more than anyone else. As
a software designer who can leverage my own
output abilities, I am determined to establish a
social system for such people to live better,” she
says. (Article and Photo by Ryoichi
Miura/Translated by Mari Kawaguchi)

Her Two Projects: 
Wearable Devices Simulating Stuttering and

Software to Reduce Stutter-Induced 
Social Anxiety Disorder


